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HE OPERATZONS OF T

INFANIY

5 (CENT Aj PR A G
‘(Personal Experlence of a Battallon Executlve)

INTRODUCIION

This monograph covers the operafions of the Third Battélion, 1l4th
Infantry, 7ist Infantry D1v1s10n in the attack on AMBERG, Germany
22 April 1945. ‘

In the European Theatre of Operatlons, as of 22 March 1945 the
- Allies had virtually destroyed the Germen armies in the west. On

22 March the- western Allied Forces were at the Rhine and were pre-
parlng to follow through end destroy the German army. Three army groups
under General Eisenhower were poised on the Rhine River ready to drive
3acfoss Germany.ﬁThe 21st Army‘Group in the north under General Mont-
gomery was held up temporarlly in the crossing of the Rhine in the

Ruhr area. In the middle of the Allled line the 12th Army Group under
‘General qudley was faring much-better. The bridgehead at REMAGEN

had forced’ the Gefmans to commit all their available troops in this
sector, Events happened so fast and the pressure of the Américen
armies‘was'so great thﬁt the Germén forces opﬁqsing the 12th Army
: Gréup, partic;larly those opposing the Third Army, did not have the
tine. or the 6pportunity to gather enough troops to make a determined
stand. The SixthrArmy Group in the south under General Devers was in q
\the process of reducing an enemy pocket and straightening the front o
lines in the area west of KARLSRUHE, (See Map "A") (1)

The conquest of Germeny east of the Rhine was divided into thrée
phases. The first phase called for the encirclement of the Ruhr be-
ginning on ZSIMarch 1945, To carry out the first phase, General Eisen-
,hbwéf,planned fb tfap‘the large concentration of troops and éupplies
in tﬁé‘Ruhr by a hugé double penetratiqn of the German defenses along
the Rhine at two positidms about 110 miles apért, in the north by the
21§t Army Group end in the ‘south by the 12th Army Group. Following the
‘ break-through the plan was for the two army groups to carry~out a

double envelopement simultaneously from the north and south ‘and 301n

(1) A-1, p. 33




in the Ruhr with the 12th Army Group and then with the 12th Army‘

& S ;
- 12th Army Group contacted units of the 2lst Army Group at PADERBORN,

Thus by 1 April the Ruhr- was completely surrounded and the first B I

phase of the conquest of Germeny was complete; and within this great

o pocket was trapped one third of the German forces on the western front..

(See Hep npny (2)

‘Before the invasion of the ContinentuGeneral Eisenhower had been

- directed by the Combined Chiefs of Staff to‘enter the Ccntinent of
‘Europe and together with other United Nations undertake operations
’aiﬁed at the heart of Germany and the destruction of her armed forces.

_ Thus by the encirclement of the Ruhr, which had isolated the in™

dustrial heart of Germany, the Allied armies had accomplished a part
of their miseion and were ready to carry out the remsinder - the

destfuctio# of the Germen armed forces, (3)

On1 April 1945;Genera1 Eisenhower decided to concentrate on a

A

powerful dr1ve through the middle of Germeny along the KASSEL -

'v'LEIPZIG axis. The factors influencing Eisenhower in his decision were

AY

that the‘terrain between KASSEL and LEIPZIG offered no major obstacles

and was suited to the rapid movement of armor, and that a drive along

‘the central route would reduce the last industrial area of Germany;

the LEIPZIG - CHEMNITZ area, and cut the country in half. General

'Eisenhower's plan was first to destroy the enemy forces encircled

¢

Gfoup to drive along the line KASSEL - LEIPZIG to the Elbe River,

@

vTherplen was executed with olock-like precision snd by 15 4pril

‘all missions glven to the 12th Army Group were accomplished, The
,Ruhr pocket was reduced and 325,000 pr1soners together w1th 1mmense

_ quant1t1es of supplles were captured and units of the 12th Army Group ‘

had reached the Elbe Rlver. Thus the second phase of the conquest of

¥

Germeny: was completed (See Map "A") (5) - o ?J

- (2) A-l, p. 41 (3) A-l p. 44; (4) A-l, p..453" (5) A-1, p. 49




The last phasegof the complete conquest of Gery began on | -
16 April, Genéraglsenhower s strategy was des:Lgned i‘urther to ‘
divide, isOlaté, and destroy the German forces remaining in the
south and north. It was believed at this time that the enemy{s
6n1yiimportant caéability was to hold out in the "National Redoubt"
in the south ﬁhere elements of abogt 100 diviéions faced the Allied
‘>forces; and sinée iﬁ the center fhe western Allied armies had reached
‘the line of the Elbe, the limit agreed upon with the Russians, |
Eigenhower's decision was to hold in the.cehter and concenﬁratercn
drives to clean up the flanks. (6)

On 17 Aprll SHAEF 1ssued a directive to the army group commenders
for the 6th Army Group in the south and the 21st Army Group in the
north to drive eastward. The 12th Army Group was ordered to hold the
Elbe River line and to launch an attack to the southeaét to contact
- the Russian armies in the,anube valley of Austria, The brunt of the
drive eastward again fell upon the able shoulderé of the 12th Army
Group and in compliancé with General Eisenhower's directive, General
Bradley asSigned thevThird Army the mission of driving southeast

down the‘Danube»valley to join with the Russians. (See Map "A") (7)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

On 17 April, 12th Army Group directed Third Us Army‘to attack
southeast along an axis of advance, REGENSBURG - LINz, fo.méke
contact inrthe Danube valley with the Russians who were attacking
concurrently from'VIEﬁNA to the northwest. (See Map "A")

Acéordingly, General George S, Patton Jdr,, commanding thé\Third
US Army, issued orders on 17 April to three‘of his corps, the III,
 XII, end XX to attack along the axis REGENSBURG - LINZ end gain |
contact with the Rus51ans in the Danube valley. The XX Corps in the
center of the three corps was to make the main effort, After four’\
. deys of* preparation end regrouping of its.units,‘XX Corps, which at
this time consisted’of-the 7lst, 65th, and 80th Infantry Divisions
and isth Armoréd Division moved south from CHEMNITZ to the area east

of NURNBERG and lined up for the attack with the 65th and 7lst Infantry

(6) A-1, p. 49; (7) A-1, p. 50-51,




ElVlSlonS abreast - _the 7lst, whlch was 1ocated in ‘REUTH on the left,
The 80th Infa.n‘bry ”1s1on was in corps reserve near BAMBERG, while the
‘13th Armored Div’ision which had just completed a 250 mile march from the
-Ruhr pocket was held initially in reserve near BAMZBERG to perform much
needed repair and maintenance on its vehicles. (See Map "A") (8)

On 17 April the 71st Infantry Division received orders to attack
the next day and thus begin the big drive that was to contimue until
' inegti.x:gﬁ the Russians in Austria., Of the»enemAy situation in the Division
o ZOI,?Le; of Actioﬁ we learn from the Division G-2 Estimate that enemy re-
. gistance wos ‘scatt.eréd,- that enemy movements to the south and sou'bheas{:
into the National Redoubt area were reported indicating that a strong
.defense was}pzlanned somewhere in the Danube valley. It was considered .
‘ t};at' the éne_my was capable of defené'ing and delé.ying on critical terrain
features and in communicetion centers, »of launching smell ‘scale counter-
attacks, of a limited reinforcementvof,front line units, and finally‘of
« atteﬁptiné small scale ai‘rrb‘orne' sabotage operations behind the Division
lines; At this time, 17 April, the Germari 36th Infantry Division locgted
‘ in'the vioinity of SULZBACH faced the 7lst Division in its Zoné of Action,
(See AMapg "B") ' |

The terraln faclng the D1V1s1on was rugged with ma.ny cross‘-compart-
. ments and streams, There were many small wooded areas and rather abrupt
hllls‘rls_lng up to 600 f'b.,All the roads in the Division zone converged
~on centers of“population where many roadblocks coulqd be set up within
the Towns and cities. (9).
| From. a supply point of view this operation coﬁld be supported adequate-
ly except ,for- olass I supplies, type "A" or "B", Because of the long
s{'ipply lines and corigested ro.il traffic the Problem' of distributing A"
of "Bf"‘ type rations to the troops was very diffioult especially in the |
matter of selectlng sultable depots and issuing a balanced ration. In
’v:a.ew of this and because the D1V1s1on was mov1ng 5O rapidly, the operatlonal
type ration, of which there was ample, was drawn from Army Supply Points
- end distributed to units. (10) B - |

The Division General Staff compiefed its plans for this operation on
“the night of 17 Aprll and, after approval by the Division Commander, the
(8) A-2, p. 1-2; (9) A-3 3, p. 71 (10) A-4, P 361,




three combat teams of the D1v1S1on, the 5th 14th gad 66th were
o
: glven thelr

"der to Jump off in the attack on the mornlng of

s

: ~ :
1;’18 Aprll from the 11ne TROCKNAU — CREUSSEN, (See Map "B") The

Pnljb’ ," D1v151on Commander, Ma jor General Wyman, planned to attack 1n1tialiy

o | [; with three reglmental combat teams abreast, the 14¢h RCT on the 1eft
e(north) ‘the 5th RCT in the oenter, and the 66th RCT on the right.

~ As the Bivision-Zone of Attack narrowed one RCT would be pinched

= out and go into reserve. Speed of movement was paramount With the '
‘great dlstances to bé covered and the wide D1v1s10n ‘Zone of Action - ";
it was necessary for some plan to relieve each RCT in turn. And for

the first time since the crossing of the Rhlne Rlver the Division

was ass;gned,a Zone of Operatlon without anrarmored force-t0~pre—~

‘ cede'it aﬁd soften the’advanoe; Witﬁ ermor no longer in fromt it was

: now poss1b1e to fully employ the Division Artlllery, air support, the

',‘attached Heavy Tank. Batta11on and Tank Destroyer Battallon. At this time
a Regimental’Combat Team of the Division consisted of an Infantry |
-Regiment a Battalion of‘Light Artillery (105 mm), a Heavy'Taﬁk
Company, a Tank Bestroyer Company, an Englneer Company, and a Medical
"Gompany. Except for the artlllery'whlch was in dlrect support these

- units were attached to regiments for extended perlods throughout an'
operatlon. (11) | | o

.0n the mornlng of 18 April the 14th RCT, the 5th;RCT and the 66th ,

" RCT Jémped off to the southeast against enemy small arms and automatlc
weapons fire: and swept the heavy woods to their front On 19 Aprll the .

' 5th RCT pushed ahead and reached PEGNITZ that night. The 14th and 66th
RCT moved slowly through the woods in their zones. (See Map "B") (12).
Onthe next day, 20 April, the three RCTs continued their ;&tapce
to the SOutheast.abreaot, with movement being,hindeéed more by heavy
'wOo&s.and‘rough:terrain than by enemy action. On 21 April the 66th RCT

 broke out of,-the VELDENSTEINER WALD and swept into NEUHAUS where the
.600 year old medievai castle belonging‘to Hermann Goeriné was located.
After a stiff fire Fight with over a himdred SS troops the castle was
captured oompleteiy furnished with priceless works of art whioh'Goering :
- had looted from German oooupled countries, From here the 66th RCT went

1;;on o take: VELDEN, an 1mportant road center, after engaglng and destroylng

" (11) A-3, p.‘72 (12) A-3, p. 72.
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two enemy armored units., While this action Was goingmgn the 14th RCTcan
the left ran into Qtlff small arms fire fight with elements of the '
German Luftwaffef n the SULZBACH ~ BAYREUTH highway about half way
between the two cities. After the 608th Field Artillery Battalion

(105 anvin direct support of thé 14th RCT, énd the Regimental Cannon
Compeny laid down a heavy concentration on fhe enemy the defenses were
broken by the marching fire of the infantry. The stiff resistance was
explained when a complete fighter plan factory and an underground
assembly plant were found in the defended arse. During this engagement
enemy mortar and artillery sheils fired from VILSECK, in the 26th _
'Infantry Division Zone, fell on units of 1l4th RCT, A task force from

the 14th Infantry was organized to destroy the German artillery and
mortars in VILSECK, and after permission was obtained to cross over

into the Zone of Action of the 26th Infantry Division, this task force
‘accomplished its mission and capfured the town. On’the seme day, 21 April,
~the bth RQT dperatiné in the center encountered terrain difficulties and
a poor road net which slowed up its advance. ngevef, tye'5th RCT reached
snd captured AUERBACH and a newly constructédakéur lené military highway |
connecting AUERBACH with SULZBACH, Exploiting;this'discovery the 5th RCT

promptly shuttled forwsrd 17 mlles to the northern edge of SULZBACH to

end the days operatlons. (See Map "B") (13)

The next 1mportant obgectlve in the D1v1sién Zone of Action was the
city of AMBERG and the Division Commander ordered the l4th RCT and the
5th RCT to advance in their respective goﬁes to the 1iné,HAHNBACH -
ROSENBERG by the night of 22 Apfillagdjto continue the attack on order.
The Division Generel Staff was makiﬁg plans to capture AMBERG on 23 April
with the 14th RCT and 5th RCT sdéborted by the Division Artillery end an
air strike, . ‘ _

On 22 April the Third Bétéalibn of 5th RCT leunched an sttack on
SULZBACH and captured xt Other elements of the 5th Infantry circled
to the west of SULZBACH and attacked the town of ROSEVBERG from the
south resulting in 1ts capture. This action blocked the escape of
hundreds of eheﬁyvtrOOPS from SULZBACH, The 66th-RCT on this day met
lift}e or no resistanQe in swéeping fhevWOOds on the right of the
Division Zone and in cutting the NURNBERG - SﬁLZBACH highwayAgnd rail-
road. (See Map "B") (14) | ‘ _ ‘

(13) A-3, p. 73-74; (14) A-3, p. T4.
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THE SITUATION AND PLAN OF THE 14TH R(iﬂ‘

The 14th RGT,which had reached VILSECK and SCHLICH on the night of
21 April'was still on the Eivision left (north) and that night the"
Reglmental Commander reoelved an order- from DlViSlon to launch an
attack on the mornlng of 22 Aprll to the southeast generally astrlde
the main highway in the’d1rectlon of AMBERG, and to capture and se-
cure HAHNBACH and continue attack on Division order. (See Map "B")

On thevenemy situation at this time the pattern of intelligenoe
treports.established that the enemy was.fighting a delaying action
in an effort to gain time to gather enough'strength to‘meke a last
determined stend on the Danube River. Intelligence data available
to the ‘itl‘th-'Infantry S-2 indicated that the Germans with the remnants |
of:an infentry division;and attached armor inten&ed to establish a
strong defensive position generally along AMBERG as'one line in their.
system of successive delaying positions. |

In fighting‘aéainst our dismounted infantry which consumed most
‘"of'its time screening'woodsbend towns, the Germans were able to dela&
our advance long enough to pull -out of thelr hastlly defended ;031t1ons g
‘with most of ‘their men and armor, Constant oontaot w1th the Germans
‘ wassnot malntalned and the enemy was accomplishing his mission of
deleying our‘advanoe to gain time for a larger force which was
» establishing a strong deliberate defense somewhere to the south,
Accordlngly, instructions were received from Division that the drlve
ito the southeast would be acoelerated and that small pockets of
enemy resistance would be by-passed. The Division SOP of carefully -
sweeping all woods and searohing all houses was discarded, Hereafter
all elements of the regimental combat teams would when,practioable
use every means of transportation to speed the attack, For tlie man
who walked through the heavy woods ‘across streams and over ‘hills in -

the futlle seareh for Germans, thls change in operatlon wes a welcomed

o bless1ng. Doubtless the change in method of movement was considered

tactically safe and reasonably secure so we can assume that a whole-




sale eollapse of German res1stanoe was in- 31ght. ever, to the 14th o
RCT in 1ts missiOWto eapture HAHNBACH a move by'motor in the face of
a known enemy defense could not be made so the 14th RCT Commander made

plans to slug it owt on foot with the Germans, (15)

-One great comforting feeling that the Regimental Commander eﬁjoyed
at thls tlme was that the enemy had no -air capabllltles. No German
- alrcraft of any strength ‘had ‘been seen or reported for such e long
tlme that Intelllgence Officers at all levels no_longer considered
ﬁitwas ancepebility‘in ﬁeking a G-2 Estimate, |
Heving considered all the enemy capabilities, and'with'the bown
of ‘HAENBACH as the obgective, the 14th RCT Commander decided for the
v sake of closer control\to contlnue the advance by phase lines, 1. e.
1 Battallons would attack to a phase line and report to Reglment Ad-
vance to the next pLase line would be on order from Reglment
i oyr': #b ‘ Accordlngly, the Regimental Commander issued an order for the -
- - ‘Battalions to attack from SCHLICH southeast to phase line 6, Just
south of HAENBACH with the First. and-Thlrd BattallonsAabreast the
Thlrd on the 1eft. The Second Battalion was held inltlally in moblle
reserve in the v101n1ty of SCHLICH w1th the mission of relleV1ng the
Thlrd Battallon on phase line 6, The Thlrd Battallon was to make the
v main effort with a Zone of Attack astrlde the hlghway 1ead1ng to
1r v ‘ EABNBACH Pr1or1ty for artillery flres from the supportlng nght

Artlllery Battallon (608 F.A., Battalion) would go to the Third

Battallon. (See Map "C") (16)

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK-

Ehe terraln Over whlch the Battalion would have to flght was
rolllng. The mein highway to AMBERG ran generally along a rldge with
1ow ground and small streams on either side of the road. Ly1ng in
the valley of these small streams were several small settlements with
houses‘elgstered around streem junctions in the lowest parts of the

"‘vailey.'Betﬁeeﬂ these villages were mahy patches of cultivated forests. .
In general the terraln favored the attacker, (17)

The Battallon plan of attack on HAHNBAGH was to employ all three o

e rlfle companles”abreast, I on the left, K in the center astride the
. (15) A-3, p. 75-76; (16) A-53 (17) personal knowledge

;;\.' e , : in




hi‘ghws.y,‘ a.ndL o‘ﬁe f}ightg M C‘ompany consis;tiiig" i:wo 'pla‘toons of '

. Heavy Machlne Guns, and the 81 mm Mortar Platoon was, placed in general
support of -the Battallon. For ‘this operation the Thlrd Battalion had -
»attached~one platoon of B Company 761st Tank Battalion and one platoon
of B Company 635th TD Battalion. The Battallon Commander s plan in the
employment of the platoon of tanks was to attach one section of three
7'tanks to K Gompany, and the other section of two. tanks to I Company.
The tanks were to assist the rifle companies in destroying enemy auto-
matic weapons and armored vehicles besides providing the companles
with'a ﬁaneuvering force and shook action, The platoon of Tank Destroyers
" and the Bettalion Anti-Tank‘PlatOOn were to follow in féarlof M Company
end’ engage enemy armor‘iﬁ the'Battalion Zoﬁe of Action, Each rifle
company had ao artilléry forward observer to provide fhe»companies
~close and confinuous artilleryssuppprt; All the units organic and
attached to the Battalion were linked togetherrby radio in a’Battalion
Command net us1ng the SCR 300 Radio, The Battalion Commender establlshed
an observation post and had both wire and radio oommunlcatlon with his
Command Bost. With the Battalion Commander at his observation post
‘:wsrs'the‘Battalion SQS S-2 and the Artillery Liaison Officer,

, The Battallon Commander issued his order on the night of 21 April
for the attack to Jump off at.0700 hrs., 22 April, from SCHLICH,

(phase line 4) astride the highway to HAHNBACH, (See Map "C") (18)

THE ATTACK ON HAHNBACH

At 0700 hrs., 22 April, the Battalion jumped off and advenced |
rapidly‘astride the highway against only scattered resistance.‘The
first organlzed r651stance was met from prepared positions from the
towns of MULLES and IRLBACH where small detachments of Germsn infantry
and armor were placed at strategic p01nts. After a hard f;ne fight the
-Igaqing'platoons_sf I and K Companies broke the German defense and both
°:ofifﬂesé towns were‘capfursd.'The'aftack regaiosd momentum and the
/ ithfée rifle companies proceedéd unopposed until reaching the town of

- SUSS wﬁere‘K Company encountered snd captured a section of 88 mm guns
and an armored vehlcle.\A large gasollne supply point was also captured
in SUSS, (See Map "c“) (19)

-

v'(18) personal knowledge; (19) A-
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HAHI\TBACH was 1“ted a.bout 1L miles south of SU.and la'y as‘trlde

the hlghway 1n a valley. The Third Battalion reached the hlgh ground

» foverlooklng HAHNBACH from the north at 1100 hrs, r"he Battalion S 2
.;mii had reported that more than 200 Germans w1th about 15 tanks were de- “ . ?lﬂ?
" fending HAHNBACH, To check this }nformatlon the Battallon_Commanderx =
rrequestedra'rebort on the enemy from.the Division Artillery‘S;Z’
through the Artlllery Liaison Officer with the Third Battallon.v
Maklng full use of liaison alrcraft and radio communlcatlon the
o Artlllery S-2 confirmed ‘the report on the enemy strength in HAHNBACH
EEENCON | | | |
o | Here wa.s the 1dea1 s1tuat10n for the attack. The Battalion held the
key terraln - high ground overlooking the obJectlve - and an excellent
:davenue of approach/to the town. '
ihe'Bettallon Commander saw here an opportunity to employ the full
dfire)power”ofnﬁhefBattalion and decided to attdek HARNBACH using,
1Infan£ry-Artilleryiand Tenks as a team, His plan was to form aroeee
';offfife from-fhe high;giound'northeast of‘HAHNBAcH'wiﬁh I Company,
hbM Company,’the Battallon A.T. Platoon, an attached A.T, Platoon, and
a sectlon of two medlum tanks, whlle K Company with a sectlon of three
d - tanks made up the maneuver1ng force and was to approach HAHNBACH through
k\a covered avenue of epproach and attack the town from the northmest

after flre was. 11fted from the town on order from the Battallon Commander. B

L Company was on the rlght flank of the Battallon and its mission was.

f? o A‘dto protect the rlght and rear- of the Battalion and to move forward

| abreast of K Company up to phase 11ne 6o An artillery. forward observer

"was with eaeh rlfle company. The Battallon Commander had avallable on
‘oarlrfrom‘thekblv;31on Artlllery the»flres of one Battellonvof lOS,mm/ .

}:h&witzers’ﬁith the”reinforoing fires of a Battalion of 155 mn howitzers.

¢ ’; D1V1810n Artlllery had sent out a L1a1son alrcraft w1th an observer
and d1rect radio oommunlcatlon was affected between the Third Battallon

“~L1alson Offlcer and the observer in the alrcrdft

“On 81gna1 from~the Thlrd Battallon Commander the artillery fired
; .,7severa1 concentratlons w1th a Battalion of 155 mm how1tzers on. known
fLQenemy p051t10ns in HABNBACH The Battallon Commander from hlS 0.P,

f33n(250 Statement by Lt, Col} Paul G. Guthrie, then Battallon Cormander
‘ of Ihlrd Battallon, 14th Infantry, on- 5 February 1949
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““.on ‘the high érou’couid see the entire front. :t:.he artlllery
lifted ‘the Third'Battalion 0pened up with heavy machine'guns, light |
:ﬁachine guns?.81 mm.mofters and 60 mm mortars, Aﬁti-tank‘gons and
even the tank section attached to’i Coﬁpany‘fired several rounds ;
 from position defilade. On order from theVBatﬁelion Commender thése

| fires were 1ifted and K Company assaulted HAHNBACH employing marching
: fire. L“Compeny mOved;down to the road running west eut of HAHNBACH
and sealed the escape of Germans to the west K Compeny Was success=-
ful in its assault and the town surrendered at 1200 hrs. I Company
'followed K Company into HAHNBACH and cleaned out the snlpers and

gathered up the prlsoners. However, the Germen tanks that were re-

‘ported in HAHNBACH escaped to the south. The Battalion had reached

L phase line 5 end prepared to:move out in the sape?attack formation

3 S
h ><x: :
A

'to phase 11ne 6. (See Map "C") (21) HERRN | ~
Shortly after leaving HAHNBACH the Battal1on encountered enemy |
artlllery and mortar fire Whlch held up the 1ead1ng elements of IépLJLI}L

and K Companles. This enemy flre was silenced by counter—battery
flre fram the supportlng Fleld Artlllery‘Battallon.

In approaching the woods south of HAHNBACH the leading platoon
of I Company recelved very heavy automatlc fire from a sectlon of
'llghﬁtanks. The platoon suffered several casualties including the
platoon leader. The platoon,sergeant quickly took command and sent
a rocket 1auncher team to knock out the tanks, The launcher failed
to fire, A second rocket leuncher tesm from the second platoon was
oispatched ;nd thisﬁiauncher’also:failed to fire. Finally, a third'
focket 1auncherfteam,froﬁ the third‘platoon was sent up to knock outs
the tanks. This 1auhchef fired successfully aea the‘team‘got.two direct - -
4ﬁiﬁs kncckiﬁg out both tanks. Eight'prisonersvwere taken in this action.
An,in#eStigegion‘on ﬁhe‘misfiresﬁof the roc£et launchers revesled thate
‘none of the launchers in the”Battalion had been:tesfefired prior to
g01ng into actlon. (22) |

After thls action all companies moved forward agalnst scattered

sﬂ‘r651stance and at 1600 hrs; reached p051ti®ns along phase line 6

k{~?(21) Statement of Lt Col, Paul G, Guthrie, 5 February 1949
(22) Statement by Capt. Jack Null, then Third Battalion S 2, 1l4th
: Infantry, 1 February 1949,
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(Battalion objec’.e) at about five miles north og'xe city of AMBERG,-
Along this phase line the Battalion hed been previously directed to

‘hglt and be relieved by the Second Battalion. However, since the Third

T
e

Battalion had so successfully exploited a bresk-through in the enemy
defenses around HAHNBACH and were presently engaged in pursuit of the

enemy, the Battalion Commander thought it unsound to breask contact -

- now so he requested permission from the Régimental Commender to con- -

tinue the attack toward AVMBERG, The Division Commander's,permission-
was oﬁtained end then the Regimental Cormander éltered his oriéinal
blans to reliev; the Third Battg}idn, instead hevassigned the Second
Battalion a'Zoﬁe of Action.on the‘left of the Third Battalion so that
now all three Battalions were abreast and prepered to attack AMBERG
with the‘main‘effort still being ﬁade by the Third Battalidn astride

the main highway to AMBERG, (23)

THE.ATTACK ON AMBERG

The First‘Battalion, in its’ane,bf Advence to the sou?h, hed reached
fhase:line 6 east of ROSENBERG at 1630 hrs, and was prepared to push on
forward to AMBERG enveloping fhe city from the west. The Second Battalion
moved by motor from its assembly ares in VILSECK down to the town of  « -

URSULA along phase line 6 and by 1700 hrs, was deployed in preparat1on

for the. attack on AMBERG from the east. (See Map "C")

It is 1nterest1ng/to note here that the hlghway to AMBERG was the
mein axis of adva?ca for the Division and it was in this directlon that
" the XX COrps.wgs'ﬁgkingiits mein effort for the Third Army. As was pre-
viously statéd, AMBERG’%as the most important objective in the Division
Zone of'Action for 22 April, so that the mission of the Third Battelion -
‘;f‘the 14th Infantry, to capture and securé AMBERG, was indeed a very .
iﬁportant one, (24) |
At 1800 hrs, all three Battalions of the 14th;RCT“1aunched a8 co-
ordinsted attack on AMBERG, The Third Battalion was still making the
mein effort and went storming down the highﬁay and By merching fire
overéame incréasingly‘strongér enemy resistance. The enemy tried to

glow down the momentum of the Battalion by setting up road blocks and

,fbarriers. Overcoming"ali of these obstacles the 1eadihg elements of the

(23) Statement by Lt. Col Paul G. Guthrie, 5 Feb. 1949; , :
- (24) Statement by Lt., Col., Paul G. Guthrie, 5 Feb. 1949. \
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Battalion 're,aeheg‘qe northern outskirts of AMBERQt 2030 hre. Here
fhe ieadingrunits of I Company received heavy small arms fire from a
'farh;hodse. The second platoon ova Company was pinned down as & re-
“sult of this fire.“The lead sceut of the second platoon (Pfc; Gonzales)
/1 oh;his ownviditiative got up in face ef the enemy fire, circled the
armlhouse, threw three hand‘granades ;hrough theAwindodg broke dewn
the door and went in firing his rifle from the hip. The platoon leader,
upon seeing what Gonzales wae doing rushed the platoon forward and
stormed the farm house, On enteriﬁg the house he found Gonzeles
_etanding over three dead Germans and guarding three prisoners. (25)

The First Battaiion in the meantime had coﬁtinued~its advance
screening the %oodsvand towns in its zone, and at 2030 hrs, had reached
a point two miles northwest of the city. The Second Battalion continued
in its mission to attack AMBERG from the east, encountered only scattered
enemy res1stance and reached the northeastern edge of AMBERG at 2030 hrs,
Darkness was beginning to fall and the city had not yet been taken.
Trooﬁs of the Third Battelieﬁ were nearly exhausted fprvthey had hiked
over rugged terrain and enceunteredjenemy resisrance‘for 16 miles in
* the last 12 hours, | |

The Thlrd Battalion Commander’readled hds troops for the last phase
of ‘the assault whlch began at 2100 hrs. The Battalion pushed directly
‘.south‘w1th all;three rifle gompanles in 11ne,supported by a platoon of
tanks and tank destroyers.!Several;enemy armoredrcerS'and tanks were_
enceuntered on fhe route'and were eithertdestroyed or scattered by
the Anti-Tank Platoon.’

Leadlng elements of K Company were approachlng the maln entrance to
AMBERG from the north, a 1ong hlghway bridge over a rallroad cut, when
the enemy in a further attempt to delay the rapld advance of the Battallon
blew this bridge to a pile of tw1sted steel and rubble. The s1tuatlon
looked‘bad for the Battalion, A detour now without a reconnaissance
would be‘difficult. To make matters worse the enemy ‘had established
barricades of stee1~beame and heavy 10ge on all the side roads leading
- from the main highway. Foot\seldiers could maneuver around these‘road
Vblocks'but the Battalion Commander,wanted his plateen of tanks invelose
support of the.infaﬁtry in the assault on the city, so his chief concern 1
‘now, was to find a route for the tanks; On the recommendations of the

© (25) Statement by Capt. Null, 1 Feb. 1949,
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/tank platoon sergeant and over the obgectlons of the tank platoon leader,
the Battallon Commdnder ordered ﬁhe platoon of tanks ‘down into the reil=
roadlcetyacross the tracks and over an old bplck brldge that the Germans
hed’prepered’for demolition but for soﬁe reason had not biown. The fifle

. men from I and K Companies followed close behind the tanks., So with the

:aseistanee of tanks, the leading elements of the;rifle‘comganies reduced

' theflaSt_groups of enemy resistance oute;de the city and_finallj reached

| the center of‘AMBERG at 2250 hrs. (See Map "ﬁ") (26)

The battle was not won nef had the city surrendered. Fighting went on‘

i from house to house, The night was very black.llt had been raining all

‘ dey and there was ﬁo moon, The eity;was in total darkness. Control was
exfremely‘difficult. Squads became lost éhd platoons became detached :
from their cemﬁanies. The Battalion commander had the only plan of{fhe

'eity of‘AMBERG; an serial mosaic, Locations by street nemes or city blocks
wefe impossible, The Thjrd Battalion became disorgénized and confusion

‘resu}ted; Some of the civilian popelation mistook the.American soldiers

for the retreating German soldiers and‘greeted,the Americans with steins

of beef'es they paesed tavernskand bars. Iebe*eimilaf incideht, while .

L Compeany was entering AMBERG, a group of walking wounded Germane ffom

a hospital- on the northwestern edge oé the city mistook the A@ericans

fer German soldiers and joined thefeail ef the column, -

¢

When physical contact between units of the Battalion was lost and

-
/

~eould nof be regained, the Battalion Commender deeided to pick'a prominent'

point‘in‘ﬁhe city and estaBlieh himself there, This way, if he could
;nferm his COmpany commandenjbf his location, some sort of communication
' and contact could be established, Communication with the SCR 500 Radio
hadggone out before/enterlng the clty so that messengers had to be used,
~The Battallon Comyander de01ded to use the city hall as hls forward

. command post slnce it was located on the square in the center of the
’“‘clty. (See Map "D") Taeking & detachment of men from K Company, he pro-
:ceeded toward th1s bulldlng and found it bolted. The door was forced
open and‘en_entering he saw a counoil of German offieials and army
'offlcers in ses51on in a large assembly hall. Apparently this council
'of offlclals had been surprlsed and one of ‘them trled to use the tele-
;phene. The c1ty telephone exchange was still operatlng and the telephone

G fa0111t1es were 1ntact On seeing this a sergeant from K Company who ,

f_f_(zs) Statemnent by Lt. Col. Paul G. Guthrie, 5 Feb. 1949




o va’cc‘ompdnied the g’calion Commender hit this official across'the”arm v'vith‘: Dl
~f‘the butt of h1s rlfle and broke his arm. The Battallon Commander announced

to the council that the clty‘was surrounded and demanded the surrender of

- the city by.thls group which con51sted of the clty’mayor and coun011 to-'
gether with the military commander of the city and hls staff It was 1ater

learned that this group had met to declde whether to surrender the city or
/

- 'defend,it, The premature arrlval of the Amerlcans cut ‘the meetlng short

-(27) S'batemen‘c by Lt. Col. Guthrie, 5 Feb. 1949 EAR SN

and made 1t ea31er‘for “them to declde to surrender. The»clty mayor,
sPeaklng for the group, formally surrendered the city . of AMBERG at

’-2400 hrs., 22 Aprll and gave the Third Battallon Commander a S1gned

surrender Wthh read: "I, the Oberburgermelster, do uneondltlonally
surrender the olty of AMBERG to the American Armed Forces‘" (27)

| Rea1121ng that the city was lost to the Amerlcans the city m@yor
thought 1t best to cooperate and try to keep the war damage down to the

. mlnlmum. He and the clty council offered thelr serv1ces to the Battallon

< *

fCommander in restorlng law and order in the clty. Unfortunately there

Was no way for these German officials tg notlfy the German soldlers who
7
were st111 re51st1ng the Amerlcan treops of the: surrender of the olty.

At this p01nt the Battallon Commander COuld have used a mllltary govern- {

‘,ment offlcer or team to as51st/ﬁlm,1n taklng over the government of the
' clty. The Battallon Commander was obv1ously too busy fighting hlS 7
. Battallon and could not deﬁote any tlme'to governlng the’ clty. The :g ' o

therman mayor remalhed 1n the olty hall whlch became the Battallon C.P.

I

,and was shortly faced w1th many problems that requlred the de01s1on of
o/

the. Amerlcan Commander who of course was not present to take the neces-

A

: : /
- sary'actlon. Mbreover,‘the Battallon Commander had no knowledge of

military government and was not quallfled to take over the task. It ’

,;1

ﬂ‘was not. untll early the follow1ng day that a mllltary government
1offlcer from,D1v1s1on HQ cameé 1nto the! clty and assumed control,

After the city had formally surrendered the Battallon Commander set out
) to notlfy h1s oempanles of thé 1ocat10n of the Battallon C,P, He sent hlS‘”
S- 3 S-1 and communloatlons offlcer to galn contaot w1th ‘his companles.
:vShortly after 1eav1ng the CrP. these three offlcers were ambushed by &
German armored cars, The jeep in whlch they‘were rlding wae badly shot up

L

-[j:but 1uck11y they menaged to escape 1n3ury and Jumped to safety into & nearby

BN




. in a small srea 1n_the front lines became more obv1ous and more glaring

moat. The Gefmazgmowing the geﬁeral Jlocation o!he “Americans kept
| 'them,penned up in this moat for three hours until treops'fromyI:GomQany,dd:

drove the Germans off and "liberated" the Battalion Staff Officers.

Ddfing fhese three criﬁical hours the Battalion,Commenderéhad lost the; L

,serv1ces of most of hlS staff and still had not contacted hlS oompanles;,i4- Vd:
Throughout the entlre flghtlng in the city. the Battalion Commander ol

had wire commupleatlon, however, with the Battallon Rear C.P, and with

the Regiment;’The~Battalion’Qommudications‘Pieteon.hed done an ad-

mireile‘job of‘extending.wire directly behind the Battalion Commander;’
throughout therenxiferoperation. (28) |

”‘Fer:severel/heurs'dufing this operation,the-Battalien~Cdmmender was

out’of range~o£’fhe:3ettalion Command Post withihis SCR 300. Todregain'
communicetieﬁethefBattalion Com@ander used the Artiilery'Liaieon
 Officer's SCR 610 Radio which had a greater range and which netted
with a s;milar radio thet ﬁhe artillery made availeble'toffhe Third -
Battalioh 5£ the Thifd Battalien C.,P. And on numerous oceaeioﬁe when
Vthe Battalion wire'eommunicatiOns were out temperarily; the Bettaiion
VCommander used the Artillery Liaison Offlcer s ;1re net and just as -

often the. Artlllery Llalson Offlcer used the Thlrd Battallon wire

communications. (29)

Shoftly'after the German mayor had surrendered theacity the !

Battalion Commsnder ordered the Battalion Executive Officer to move

the éemmand Post end all tﬁe éersonnel and Battalion vehicles to

“the new C.P. athMBERGa This was»ancoméliehed‘and the‘entdre‘BattaliQn

hed closed iﬁ”AMBERG}by 0100 hrs., 23 April, Most of the Battalion

: tran5portat10n was parked in a small area in front of the new Command

rPost Thls error of parklng the transPortatlon of the entlre Battallon

' durlng daylight the next morning, (30) -
Flnally, at 0230 hrs., after the return of the three Battalion Staff -

;Offlcers who_had been ambushed, contact was made with all the‘unlts\of

the Battalion and radio communication with the companies was established

~Tby‘us:‘mg; £he'Artiilery'Liaison Officer and cempany forward:observerefadio“
O 'net The e&stern half of the c1ty to 1nclude the clty hall was screened
vaerman soldlers and was under control of the Thlrd Battallon.(see Map "D"y

(28) Personal ‘knowledge; (29) Statement of Lt 001 Guthrle, 5 Feb. 1949-
(30) Personal knowledge.f , ,
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Only a wvery nal ” W'fiver which runs tﬁrough the dﬁie 6f AMBERG
' separated'the Americens in the eastern half from the Germesn soldiers

in the gﬁé%g;n half of fﬁe city. But‘moét of these German t;00ps had’
been pursued all day by the Thirdeattalion and seemed very willing .

to stop fighting for the night. Having pushed his troops as mich as
they could‘physically take, the Third Battalion‘Commander decided to
‘hold what he had, button up for the night end contimue cleaning out
the city the next morning. ($ee Map "D") (31) .
| In the meantime, the First Battalidn\of the 14th on the right,
heving advanced over ve?& rough terrain in its Zone of Action, de-
feated in detail small groups of riflemen and armor along successive
>‘de1aying positions and finally reaﬁhed the western-edge of AMBERG at

- 2330 hrs. and mede contact w1th units of the Third Battallon at 2400
: hrs. The Second Battalion of the 14th on the left met light re31stance
‘and progressed more rapidly reachlng the northeastern edge of AMBERG

at 2500 hrs, Contact with units of the Third Battallon was made about
2339 hrs, Although the city had formally surrenderéd at about 2400 hrs.,
when the city ﬁayor signed the surrender &ocument, the city was not
‘dctually captured.and sécured untii 0700 hrs., the next day, 23 April,
when all three Battalion of the 14th Infantry begsn a coordinated house
to house screening operation, The remnants of the German units defendiﬁg
“the clty had in the meantime w1thdrawn to the southeast. The clty was
completely cleared of German troops by 1500 hrs.. on 23 April. Security -
posts were placed atrallibr;dges and.aﬁ all approaches leading ;pto the
city. The battle fof_AMB?RG was' over aﬁd %he Third Battalion of the,
"14th Iﬁfantry had added another German city to its already long list

of objeéfives takén.\(32) d

¥

. ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The importance;o;,the Third Battalion's attack on AMBERG should be
emphasized becagée“this Bat%élion did a job that the Division Commander
’;estimatédeouldjgake two Regimental Combat Teams to do., It is true that
the Battalion enj;yed air superiority, favorable terrain, excellent -
communications, goo& equipment and superior supplies, but the fact re-
mains that the Third Battalion overceme overwhelming odds in numbers

- (1) Personal knowledge; (32) A-6,




to capture and .:ure AMBERG the most 1mportan“3ect1ve in the
Division Zone of Actlon on 22 April 1945, A great deal of credlt is
Vdue the officers of the Battalion for thelr sound Judgement and good
leadership, and to the men in the Battalion for their grim determi-
nation, team work,‘éhyeical endurance and fighting hearts. This

22 April 1945 was the day of all days for the Third Battalion;'nothh
ing couid have stepped them on this day when unit esprit hit its‘peak.
 During this operatieﬁ the supply of rations Type "A" or "B" could
not be affected because the units were moving so rapidly. Unit trains
were sometimes 20 orf30 miles away and were desperately trying to keep
up with the combat elements, much less trying to prepare hot meals,
The iseue and censumption of the operational type ration had no ad-

' verse effect on the morale or ﬂealth of the troqps.e

Therenemy was fighting a delaying action along successive positions
in an effort to galn time, conserve manpower and gather strength for a
7.aellberate defense somewhere in the Danube Rlver valley.‘In fighting
against our dlsmounted 1nfantry which consumed most of its tlme
ecreening wtods,wthe Germans‘were able to accomplish their mission,
In facihg a situation like this unit eommanders, from the Division
down to inciude theiThird Battalion, should’have.employed a highly
mobile‘and hard hitting maneuvering force to cut the enemy off froﬁ
the resr while hitting him frontally with dismounted infantry. Also
in‘this connection, constant frontal pressure sheuld have been main~
taineddagainst the enemy and every effortrshoﬁld'have been made to
" motorize the>infantry‘to follow close behind the fleeing enemy giving
~him no chence to stop and orgaﬁize a defense,

In the atteck on HAHNBACH the Third Bettalion Commander made good
use of the Diwision Artillery intelligence collectiﬁg ageney in con-
'firming a report.on the enemy in HAHNBACB;Artilleryrobservers, par-
ticularly those in Llalson alrcraft can obtain very valuable 1nfor-
mation on the enemy. |

For the attack on HAHNBACH the Third Battalion Commander employed
‘the full fire power of the Battalion and attached units successfully
beeause he erganized an infantry-artillery-tank team with a well co-
ordinated and well tiﬁed pian of fire and maneuver, Thie action bears

out the current teaching on the employment of an‘infantry-artilleryh

)




tank teem in co . It must be borne in mind, ther, that ade\quéte
 and reliable communication is essential in this team to insure co-
ordinatibn.

I Company's misfortupe in having two out of three rocket launchers
fail to fire at a critiéal time in the action below HAHNBACH deserves
meﬁtion here becasuse it was later learned that none of the rocket
launchers in the Battalion had been test—firea prior to going into
combat, | ) |

The Third Battelion gained the elément:of‘surpriée in the attack
on AMBERG and despife the loss of control the Battalion was able to
hold the city until help came from the‘FirSt and Second Battalions,

The importance of having édequate and reliable communications and
sufficient city-plan maés during city fighting at night was felt by
all unit commgnders. Ma;imum use was made of the értillery wiré‘and' |
radio communications when the normal Third Battalion communications
went out. | “ ' ’

In entering the city at night with so little doﬁtrol end by bringing
in the Battalion supply train theiThird Battalion was vulnerable for a
counter-attack which fortunately did not take place.

4 military government team was sorely needed by the Third Battalion
Commander t6 govern the city after its surrendér. .
Despite the difficulties encountered by the Third Battalion in its
attack on AMBERG the operation was very successful, 4 mission big
enough for twﬁjRegimental Combat Teams was accomplished by'the Third
Battalion because this Battalion was aggressive. This proved very con-
clusively that aggfessive action wins baﬁtles.
No figurés are available on the mumber of casualties inflicted on p
the ehemy. Eowever, more than 25 pieces of armor were destroyed during
the days operation and over 400 prisoners taken. The Third Battalion
lost only six men and oﬁe”%btog vehicle during the days operation frdﬁ

SCHLICH to AMBERG, (33)

LESSONS | : E

1. Pufsuit of.an enemy force must be aggressive, Never lose contact

S E——r

and do not give the enemy time to rest or reorgénize.

2. Surprlse affécted by a smaller force will frequently result in the

(35) Personal knowledge.
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defeat of arger force.,
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source of enemyulnformatlo

Only oPeratlonal type ratlons should be used in the pursult

In the pursuit the pursulng force should be hlghly mobile and
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hard hlttlng.
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Adequate and reliable communlcatlon 1s neceSSary to the success-
ful conduct of battle,

D1v1s1on Artlllery Intelllgence is very often an excellent
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Armor cen. best be employed in the pursult by selzlng and holdlng 7
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Crltlcal terraln features. . :
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All individual or crew-served weapons should be test-fired prlor
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to use in combat.
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Military government teams sho dyaccompany 7 ba elements and
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be. prepared to take over control of captured towns and cities,

- In the pursuit by-pass small poekets of‘re31stance and malntaln
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constant«frontal pressure on the main enemy forces while an
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enveloping foroe cuts his escape.

The 1nfantry—art111er tankgteam 1£;gs 1.properly 1s hlghly

S
successful 1n combat
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